
Black Cat Air Rifle Club – Rules & Code
of Conduct

Introduction

All members and visitors of Black Cat Air Rifle Club (BCARC) are required to always adhere to
the following rules, both while on-site and when representing the club in any capacity.

General Rules

● Communication via WhatsApp:
All members are encouraged (where possible) to post their intended visits to the
range via the Black Cat Visitor Page on WhatsApp. This should be done no more
than 24 hours in advance, including an approximate time of attendance.

● Signing In:
All members and visitors must sign in before shooting. This is essential for insurance
purposes and club records. By signing in members and visitors have agreed to abide
by these rules.

● Legal Power Limits:
o Outdoor air rifles must not exceed 12 ft/lbs of muzzle energy.
o Outdoor air pistols must not exceed 6 ft/lbs.
o Indoor air rifles and air pistols must not exceed 6 ft/lbs.

The club reserves the right to test equipment using an approved chronograph.
Any air rifle/pistol found to exceed legal limits will result in immediate removal
from the range.

● Range Operating Hours:
Shooting is permitted between 9:00 AM and dusk, seven days a week for full
members.

● Full Membership:
New members are subject to three managed visits. Membership must be paid in full
and new member must attend the range 3 times. First 2 visits signed by a full member
who assess the visit ensuring these rules are followed. Final visit to be signed by a

Management Team member who will assess the visit and if required mandate further
visits prior to full membership.

● Visitor Policy:
Visitors may only attend on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays, accompanied by a
full member who should ensure other full members will be present at the range.

o There is no limit to how many times a visitor may attend.
o Visitors under 18 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian. If visiting as a

group, arrangements must be made for a person with a valid DBS

certificate to be present.
● Minimum Attendance for Shooting:

At least two full members over 18 must be present for shooting to occur. No one is
permitted to shoot alone.

● Transport and Storage:
All air rifles and air pistols must be transported in a secure case or bag. Air
rifles/pistols must be secured whenever they are not on the firing bench.

● Ammunition:
Steel BBs and reactive pellets are strictly prohibited.



Airsoft rifles and pistols are permitted, provided they follow safety and power
guidelines.

● Prohibited Targets:
Reactive targets (e.g., explosive or combustible items), tin cans, bottles, and CO₂

cartridges are strictly prohibited.
● Shooting Conduct:

No target to be above 1.2m
No cross-lane shooting
Only shoot at designated targets. Range woodwork is off-limits.
Cleanliness & Tidiness:
All rubbish, including pellet tins, CO₂ cartridges, and used targets, must be placed
in the designated red bin.
Keep shooting benches clear of unnecessary items (bags, cases, CO2 cannisters,
etc.).

● Smoking Policy:
Smoking, including vaping, is not permitted on or around the shooting benches.

● Bench Sharing:
If benches are full, members should be considerate and share time to allow
everyone a chance to shoot.

Outdoor Range Rules

● Ceasefire Schedule:
Whistle/airhorn to be used at:

o On the hour
o 20 minutes past the hour
o 20 minutes to the hour

A single blast signals a ceasefire.
● Ceasefire Procedure:

The Designated Person will oversee safety and conduct. Upon ceasefire:
o Remove magazines and discharge all air rifles/pistols.
o Leave cocking mechanisms open (e.g., broken barrel, under-lever disengaged).
o All air rifles/pistols must point downrange.
o All shooters must shout “CLEAR”, and all able-bodied shooters step away from

the bench.
o No air rifles/pistols may be touched once the range is declared safe.
o The Designated Person places the red flag on the range, allowing shooters to

proceed downrange.
● Returning to Live Fire:

Once all shooters return and confirm the range is clear:
o The red flag is removed.
o The Designated Person gives two short blasts and announces, “Range Live”.
o Only then may shooters return to benches and handle air rifles/pistols.

Indoor Range Rules

● Ceasefire Procedure:
As with the outdoor range, a Designated Person will oversee safety.
On ceasefire:

o Remove magazines and discharge air rifles/pistols.
o Air rifles/pistols must remain on the bench, pointed downrange, with cocking

mechanisms open where possible.
o All shooters must shout “CLEAR”, and all able-bodied shooters step away from

benches.



o Do not touch any air rifles/pistols while the range is declared safe.
o The Designated Person will declare the range safe, allowing shooters to go

downrange.
● Resuming Live Fire:

After confirming all shooters are off the range and safe, the Designated Person will
declare “Range Live”.

● Protective Measures:
While in use, protective tape must be drawn across the back of all shooting lanes.

● Power Limit Reminder:
No air rifles/pistols exceeding 6 ft/lbs are permitted in the indoor range.

HFT Course Rules

● The HFT course is open year-round, depending on ground conditions.

● The course is closed on Saturday mornings until 2:00 PM to allow exclusive access
for “The Companions of the Longbow,” who shoot on the adjacent field.

● When not in the process of shooting air rifles should be unloaded.

● Target reset strings are to be coiled neatly and placed beneath the targets at the end
of YOUR session. Should there be people following you then the last party to leave is
to check and to ensure ALL target reset strings are taken in and not presume others
have done so.

● No stepping over the blue rope/firing line without letting everyone on the course
know that you are going out. If no blue rope, then the peg denotes the firing line.

Final Notes

All individuals are expected to conduct themselves respectfully and in the spirit of good
sportsmanship. BCARC maintains a zero-tolerance policy toward abusive behaviour, bullying,
or discrimination of any kind—whether in person or via any digital platform (e.g., WhatsApp,
Facebook, or the club website). Any breach of this code should be reported to the
Management Team and will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.

All members are expected to uphold these rules in the interest of safety, respect, and
enjoyment for all. The Management Team reserves the right to amend or enforce these rules
as needed.


